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For Mimi and Steve Summers, moving to Branxton and 
into their very own chateau was born from a desire to 
incorporate their love of design, style and the outdoors into 
the every day. Like thousands of other Aussie families, the 
design-savvy couple ditched hectic city life in favour of a 
tree change in the Singleton local government area.

The couple’s stunning home took out the 2018 HIA Housing 
Award for the Luxury Custom Home category in October. 
But even more satisfying was the design and construction 
process.

Steve and interior designer Mimi, who runs Luxe Home 
Designs and Decor, said the formalities of development 
approval were effortless thanks to Singleton Council’s 
streamlined planning process, with fast processing times 
and an “accountable” DA tracker.

“We have remarked several times over how fantastic our 
development application experience was. From the moment 
we hand-delivered our DA to the front counter in Singleton, 
the staff were marvellous and answered all of our queries. 
The transparency was really good— it was a streamlined 
customer experience,” Mr Summers said. 

Mrs Summers said it was a really nice client experience that 
made the realisation of Chateau Hunter Valley so smooth. 
“Any questions about the process we were unsure of, they 
answered. It was a really nice, refreshing experience,” she 
said. 

 

“I loved following the DA through the tracker, and the 
insight that gave us into what else was happening in the 
area.”

Singleton Council General Manager Jason Linnane said 
Chateau Hunter Valley was yet another example of how 
Council works with the community to create prosperity.
Council’s planning team delivered approvals for 297 
projects with a total value of $59 million in 2017/2018.

The planning team was also recognised recently for 
its digital transformation of the development approvals 
process after taking out the Planning Cultural Change at 
the Local Government Week Awards.

“We might be a small council, but there’s enormous 
innovation and hard work happening right across our 
organisation every day to best deliver the important 
services our community desire and deserve,” Mr Linnane 
said.

“We love hearing from people who are satisfied with the 
service they’ve received from Council and it’s great for us 
to see the role we play in enabling people to build their 
dreams.

“A project such as Chateau Hunter Valley is a spectacular 
case in point, and just another example of how the 
incredible process innovation we are seeing here at 
Council is making a real difference to real people.”

If Santa could pack a bypass into his sleigh and gift wrap more 
passenger train services, it’d be a very happy Christmas indeed for 
Singleton.

But while we mightn’t see a Christmas miracle this year, there is progress 
being made. We know that advocating to other levels of government for 
the infrastructure we need to address issues such as traffic congestion 
and more public transport is a major priority for people in our community, 
and they look to Council to be doing that. So I’ve spent a good part of this 
year actively talking to the right people in the State Government to ensure 
Singleton is at the forefront of their decision-making.

Singleton has been fortunate of late with the announcement of more than 
$1.3 million under the Stronger Country Communities Fund to deliver 
eight projects including a new roof for the Singleton Historical Museum 
and upgrades for Howe Park, Lake St Clair and the Civic Centre, to 
name a few. At time of writing, we’re also waiting on the outcome of our 
application for half of the cost of the $8.5 million Singleton Road Upgrade 
program under the Resources for Regions fund.

Council has made significant progress to balance our financial 
management while still delivering projects the community needs. But the 
bottom line is, we need more help from the Government to deliver the 
Singleton our community deserves. With a State election looming  
in March 2019, my Christmas wish is that we’ll see even more attention  
for Singleton in the coming months.

Best wishes to you and your family for a wonderful Christmas and  
a happy and healthy new year.

Cr Sue Moore  |  Mayor of Singleton

From the Mayor

From the General Manager
It’s the time of the year to reflect on our successes over the past 12 months and 
with Singleton Council’s Annual Report for 2017/2018 recently finalised, it’s easy 
to see there’s plenty to celebrate.
 
Council set an overall target to deliver 95% of our Operational Plan and I’m proud 
to say we ticked that box, and then some. Flick through the pages of the report 
(available on Council’s website) and you’ll see a range of ways we’re serving our 
community. For example, 15,470 people visited our Youth Venue in 2017/2018, 
while 69,056 people visited our Library, borrowing 111,359 items. We’re working 
with community groups and tourism organisations to develop and capitalise on 
opportunities for Singleton. And we’ve drafted a new Heritage Conservation 
Management Plan and started to implement the Singleton Urban Stormwater 
Plan.
 
That’s in addition to delivering our $18.5 million capital works program to provide 
the infrastructure essential to our community, and managing Council’s financial 
position to record a positive operating performance result – meaning we’re driving 
efficiencies to ensure we’re not spending more than what comes in through 
operating revenue.

And of course, we are about to celebrate completion of the much-anticipated 
Riverside Park that commenced construction earlier this year. It’s a wonderful 
way to launch into the festive season with Christmas on John Street and a new 
destination for the school holidays. I look forward to seeing the enjoyment that will 
come from this facility and wish you all a happy and safe holiday season.

Jason Linnane  |  General Manager

SMOOTH PLANNING FOR A DREAM HOME

Steve and Mimi Summers


