
THE MONIER LOOK

The French 
Connection
When Mimi and Steve Summers designed  
their dream home, they wanted to add  
a little savoir-faire to every detail.

Style
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Colour



Mimi and Steve Summers are 
definitely living the dream: a  
tree change, a dream career –  
and now their dream home.

The couple has just completed  
a 24-month build of a grand new 
French Provincial-style home in 
the NSW Hunter Valley, moving 
in just a couple of months ago. 

Originally from Sydney’s inner 
west, Mimi and Steve were 
looking for a tree change 
that involved giving up their 
corporate careers and moving 
to the Hunter with their teenage 
son Brandon, an area where 
they had spent many a happy 
weekend away.

Having travelled extensively  
in Europe and the US, they had 
fallen in love with the French 
Provincial style and were 
determined to re-create its 
classic flair and elegant lines  
in their new semi-rural location. 
They designed the home 
themselves, working closely with  
a local master builder and are 
very happy with the end result.

“I just love design and I’ve  
got a home design business  
(Luxe Home Designs and  
Décor by Mimi),” Mimi says. 

“When I walk through the home 
and see all the elements in  
my head realised, it’s actually 
quite surreal. 

“We’re really happy with  
the quality of the finishes.”

Capped off with a traditional 
French mansard roofline (high-
pitched sides and flat top),  
the home captures all they  
love about the French provincial 
style, along with classically 
understated exterior details,  
such as a formal garden, portico 
and symmetrical mouldings. 

They chose Monier Roofing’s 
Nullarbor Terracotta tiles in  
Titan for the roof. “The Nullarbor 
was the obvious choice due  
to its flat and sleek profile,  
which gave it that European 
look and feel,” says Mimi. “The 
symmetrical A-line ridge tiles 
give it a sophisticated look.”

The Hunter Valley is known  
for its extreme temperature 
variations – hot summers 
coupled with frost and icy 
winters – which also makes tiles 
an obvious choice because of 
their durability. Tiles are also 
recommended in bushfire-prone 
areas such as the Hunter Valley, 
another consideration. 

“I love the character of the home, 
and its classic architecture,” 
says Mimi. “When you look at 
the outside you can see lots of 
symmetrical detail, which are also 
complemented by the mouldings.” 

“We definitely had our challenges, 
but I think the end result and the 
streamlined look of the outside – 
with the shadow lines it provides 
at different times of day –  
is absolutely beautiful.” 
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TO DISCOVER THE FULL 
MONIER TILE RANGE VISIT  
monier.com.au

Get the look:  
Perfecting the  
French-Provincial Style

“The Nullarbor was the  
obvious choice due to  
its flat and sleek profile,  
which gave it that  
European look and feel,”

MIMI SUMMERS  
HOME OWNER
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1  Slate-look tiles 

Monier’s Nullarbor Terracotta  
tiles in Titan complement  
the sleek lines of the house’s 
classical styling.

2  A classically styled portico 
A Juliet balcony graces  
the first-floor frontage  
over a portico, providing  
the architectural signature of  
the French Provincial façade. 

3  A mansard roof 
Also known as a French roof,  
this style of roof first originated  
in France in the 16th century.  
The Summers home comprises  
of a two-tiered roof system with 
two slopes on each side. The 
lower is a 30-degree pitch with 
the upper at 5 degrees.

4  Natural elements in the interior 
Mimi built a huge fireplace  
made of PGH Cultured Stone  
in Aspen to add a focal point in 
the 80sqm “great room” which 
boasts coffered ceilings, an  
open-plan kitchen and sweeping 
views out to the countryside.

5  Formal gardens 
French gardens are commonly 
quite formal in design, with 
clipped hedges and potted 
topiary. Mimi chose pots of 
standard buxus (available  
at Bunnings) to frame the front 
door, which are tough enough  
to handle Australian climate. 
Pencil pines line the driveway  
and front fenceline.
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Select your tile

Good
CONCRETE HORIZON

C-LOC™ Colour Lock Technology

Designed to deliver a 
streamlined look, the horizon 
tile is the most seamless and  
flat concrete tile. Comes 
standard with C-LOC™ Colour 
Lock Technology, so your  
roof looks better for longer.

Finish Matte

Roof Pitch Minimum 15°.  
Sarking must be used under 20°

Ridging A-line

TO SEE MORE TILE STYLES VISIT monier.com.au OR CALL 1800 666 437 

The durability of terracotta means 
the colour will not fade and the tile 
will not rust, warp or corrode like 
metal does.

PRODUCT TIP

Better
TERRACOTTA NULLARBOR

COLOUR THAT NEVER FADES

The ultimate flat terracotta roof 
tile, offering the versatility to 
create both modern and classic 
style homes. The durability of 
terracotta means the colour will 
not fade and the tile will not 
rust, warp or corrode. Terracotta 
tiles are also impervious to the 
effects of frost and ice, so they 
will never crack or warp in any 
weather conditions.

Finish Matte

Roof Pitch Minimum 25°.  
Sarking must be used.

Ridging A-line

Titan

 Peak

 Comet 

 Ravine 

 Bedrock

 Barramundi 

 Sambuca 

 Camelot 

 Babylon

Silver Perch

Salt Spray

Best
ELEMENTAL™ SHINGLE

CREATED FOR THE ELEMENTS 

Manufactured to last against  
the harsh Australian conditions, 
this lightweight material will not  
rust in coastal environments, will 
not fade as fast in the host sun 
and will not dent as easily in a 
hailstorm. A built-in long lasting 
UV colour fast coating system 
will guarantee colour integrity 
for years to come.

Finish Exfoliated Stone Finish

Roof Pitch Minimum 10°. 
Sarking must be used under 20°

Ridging A-line or Mitred

 Midnight

 Graphite

 Inkstone

 Salt Spray

 Sand Storm 
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